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M ost every pastor is aware that we are experiencing a cultural avalanche.  Faithful members of our congrega-
tions are also alert to the impending threat.  In the last 10 years the ground has shifted right under our feet.  If 
we don’t stand firm we won’t stand at all. 

 Gay marriage, Planned Parenthood, Supreme Court decisions, pushing Christianity out of the public square, church 
bodies reinterpreting the Bible, the media mockery of Christianity…and the list goes on. 
 In a literal snow avalanche, after it begins, it usually accelerates rapidly growing in mass and volume.  In a compa-
rable way that is what I perceive is happening in the United States and throughout the world in this cultural avalanche. 
 Throughout our history as a nation there have been times of peace, then growing tensions and then a great tumult.  
In my estimation, we are in one of those times of “growing tensions.”  People will be further divided and increasing 
pressure will be put on faithful Christians.  What will make this heartbreaking is that families will be divided.  Just as 
Jesus predicted: 
 

For I have come to turn a man against his father; a daughter against her mother; a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law; a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.  Anyone who loves his father and 
mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 
Me… (Matthew 10:35-37) 
 

 In Lutheran theology we believe the “Last Days” began when Jesus ascended into heaven.  Paul writes in 2 Timothy 
3:1-5: 
 

“But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.  People 
will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abu-
sive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of 
the good, treacherous, rash conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God – having a form of godliness but denying its pow-
er.  Have nothing to do with them.” 
 

 There may be no stopping this cultural avalanche.  But there is a 
great opportunity for the church and individual Christians to do what 
Jesus has called us to do; namely, make our appeal to those who are 
perishing, offering them life that is really life. 
 It has to rank as the number one joy in life that is, seeing someone 
come to the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and receive 
the gift of eternal life.  Even while the avalanche picks up speed, there 
is great joy as we see many rescued and brought into the fellowship of 
believers.  What an awesome privilege we are granted to be Jesus’ 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Meet Sheila Wittke 

agents who extend our hands and pull people 
to safety.  The new relationships and the cel-
ebration of this salvation that God gives will 
be magnificent! 
 We must not fret or worry no matter 
how great the avalanche, because our God 
has said He will never leave us or forsake us.  
We will be beacons of light amid the blinding 
darkness and delusions that capture so 
many.  Our joy and peace even while chaos 
ensues will draw in many.  We will snatch 
others in the nick of time from certain de-
struction.   
 Our doxology in the face of this growing 
avalanche will be exactly what we find at the 
end of the New Testament book of Jude. 
 

“To Him who is able to keep you 
from falling and to present you be-
fore His glorious presence without 
fault and with great joy --- to the 
only God our Savior be glory, majes-
ty, power and authority, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ag-
es, now and forevermore! Amen.” 

 

       ~ Pastor Rich 

Enduring the  
Avalanche (Continued  

B et Sheila can tell you that Illinois has the nickname of the "Land 
of Lincoln."  She grew up on a farm near Paxton, Illinois, and has 
been married to Paul Wittke (a PK—Preacher's Kid—Lutheran, 

of course!) for 55 years.  Her immediate family includes two daughters, 
three grandchildren, and one great grandchild.  Her job experience in-
cludes all kinds of nursing jobs—clinical; teaching; vocational health 
organizer and teacher; cardiac care instructor, but the best is her job as 
Volunteer  of Television.  She is host of HealthLine, interviewing doctors 
on diseases and medical technology, a job she has had for 35 
years!  (See page 7 of this GraceNet for a schedule, channel guide, and 
program topics for the October HealthLine programs).  There are no 
current pets living with the Wittkes, but they have enjoyed Chinese 
Pugs and Lhasa Apsos in the past.  Sheila is one busy lady, but delves 
into reading, watercolor painting, needlework, drawing and design 
when "quieter" moments prevail.  It’s not surprising that she recognizes 
God's blessings, which in turn lead to her quiet satisfaction with whom 
she is!  She dreams of being a travel guide because she does love histo-
ry.  Having had communion in the Garden Tomb Chapel in the Holy 
Land and hot air ballooning over 
Serengeti Plains in Kenya, Africa, 
no doubt stimulated this hidden 
desire. It is apparent that Sheila 
easily meets and talks with people, 
but just perhaps she has never 
shared that she has a private pi-
lot’s license, in addition to loving 
to snow ski.  Blessings abound in 
her loving family including hus-
band, Paul, and her appreciation of 
her church home at Grace Luther-
an.  Her most valued possession is her good health, because at age 6, 
she had scarlet fever and at age 9 had 2 surgeries and a 5-week hospital 
stay following a ruptured appendix.   She sincerely believes the Lord 
had a purpose for her life and He healed her so that she could witness 
and share His love for everyone.  And aren't we blessed in return to 
have her present among us? 

     ~ Pat Kopp 
October 30, 2016 
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LWML Sunday—October 2 
 
What is LWML? Lutheran Women’s Missionary League or to shorten it, 
Lutheran Women in Mission.  I think it should be Lutheran Women on a 
Mission. 
 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Lutheran Women's Missionary League is to assist each 
woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relation-
ship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to 
the people of the world. 

 

A major emphasis is the support of mission and ministry throughout the world by means of mite box offerings. These 
mite box offerings have funded tens of millions of dollars in mission grants since the organization's inception in 1942.  
That is what our once a month “noisy offering” collection supports. 
 

We serve the Lord and Grace Lutheran with gladness! 
 

Check out the LWML bulletin board on your way to the mailboxes.  Posted are the grants voted to support at the LWML 
District Convention this past June in El Dorado, AR.  The Pointe has received two grants since it began, Paradox Teen 
Center in Oak Ridge has also received a couple grants.  One of the grants that always gets voted to be funded is to help 
out seminary students from the Mid South District of which we are a part. 
 

Quilts are put together and tied by the women of the LWML.  The quilts and personal care kits are sent to Lutheran 
World Relief each year.   
 

The Parade of Tables and funeral luncheons are just a few of the many services the LWML provides here at Grace.  All 
women are welcome.  We meet the 2nd Saturday at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  If childcare is needed we will pro-
vide it, but need to know in advance.  
 

October 8 we will be packing up the quilts and personal care kits to send on the Care Van to Lutheran World Relief.  
 

Looking Ahead 
 

On Saturday, November 12, the LWML will be hosting a guest speaker to talk about Estate Planning, Wills, Power of 
Attorney, Updating Your Will, and more.  This is not only for the seniors in our congregation, but for young people mak-
ing their way in the world, young couples just getting started, and, of course, young families.  The topics are things we 
don't like to think about, but necessary, especially when you have young children. Who would care for them if anything 
happened to you or your spouse? 

For the seniors there will be information regarding updating and making sure all necessary papers are at hand and 
who should have copies. 

This meeting will start at 9:30 with a brunch and blessing in the Fellowship Hall.  Please plan to attend.  We feel you 
will greatly benefit from the information and fellowship. 

October Scripture of 
the Month 

For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
 not by works, so that no one can boast.  
 

   ~ Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV 
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D uring  this month, the library will highlight materi-
als about the life and times of Martin Luther whose 
radical stance on the practices of the Roman Catho-

lic church forged the beginning of the Reformation.  October 
31, 2017, will mark the 500th anniversary of his posting of 
his 95 theses.  During this next year, old and new materials 
about Luther will be noted.  During this month, find biog-
raphies about Luther on display.   
 

New on DVD 
 

God's Not Dead 2 (DVD/B-R Fic God):  When a high school 
history teacher answers a student's question about the 
words of Jesus, her historically accurate response sparks an 
epic court case that could remove God from the classroom 
and the public domain forever.  Called as support witnesses 
are investigative journalist Lee Strobel and homicide detec-
tive and investigator John Warner Wallace. 
 

New Non-Fiction 
 

Cold-Case Christianity: A Homicide Detective Investigates 
the Claims of the Gospels and God's Crime Scene: A Cold-
Case Detective Examines the Evidence For a Divinely Cre-
ated Universe by John Warner Wallace (213 Wal): Wal-
lace was the homicide investigator called to testify in the 
God’s Not Dead 2 movie. Wallace's original intent as an 
atheist was to prove that the Gospels are not accurate and 
that God did not create the universe.  However, through his 
thorough examination of all the evidence, he discovered 
that the claims of the Gospels are truthful and accurate, and 
that God is truly the Creator of the universe. 
 

Answering Jihad: A Better Way Forward by Nabeel  
Qureshi (297.7 Qur):   Raised as a Muslim, Qureshi became 
a follower of Jesus.  Millions flee the violence of ISIS who 
terrorize in the name of Allah.  But these assailants may not 
reflect the religion of Islam.  In this book, questions about 
jihad, the rise of ISIS, and Islamic terrorism are addressed. 
 

If You Can Keep It: The Forgotten Promise of American 
Liberty by Eric Metaxas (323.44 Met):  Metaxas asks if we 
as a nation are living up to the lofty vision of liberty and 
justice our Founding Fathers penned in 1776.  He explains 
why he believes their vision has been forgotten and encour-
ages a recommitment to their position of liberty. 
 

Planet Middle School by Dr. Kevin Leman (649.2 Lem):  
Combining his trademark humor with practical, usable ad-
vice, Leman provides parents of tweens with the skills nec-
essary to navigate through these tumultuous years. 
 

New Fiction 
 

The Amish Firefighter by Laura Y. Hilton ( Fic Hil):  A rash 
of suspicious barn fires are ravaging the Jamesport, Mis-

souri countryside.  
Abigail has been 
accused of the arson 
and is intent on 
proving her inno-
cence.  The only per-
son more deter-
mined to see the 
arsonist brought to 
justice is Sam, a vol-
unteer firefighter, 
EMT, and paramed-
ic.  When their paths cross, another flame is ignited. 
 

Saving Gideon and Katie's Choice by Amy Lillard (Fic Lil):   
These two books complete the Clover Ridge series which 
was begun last month with Book 1, Gabriel's Bride (Fic Lil). 
 

Forever Amish by Kate Lloyd (Fic Llo):  This is the final 
book in the Legacy of Lancaster trilogy.  Sally finds a new 
way of life as she goes to Lancaster County to sort out 
changes in her life and rethink  her upcoming marriage. 
 

An Amish Harvest by Beth Wiseman (Fic Wis):  Four no-
vellas from prolific Amish writers Beth Wiseman, Amy Clip-
ston, Kathleen Fuller, and Vannetta Chapman are found in 
this collection of faith, hope and love in the midst of an 
Amish autumn. 
 

A Time to Laugh: Romance Collection by Wanda E. 
Brunstetter (Fic Bru):  In this collection of six contempo-
rary romance stories, Brunstetter teams with Gail Sattler 
and Janice Thompson to relate stories of love, heartbreak, 
pain and disappointment.  Discover how laughter can lead 
to romance and lasting love. 
 

Every Bride Needs a Groom, Every Girl Gets Confused, and 
Every Bride Has Her Day by Janice Thompson (Fic Tho) 
complete the Brides With Style series.  In this series, ro-
mance is mixed with humor to highlight the situations that 
many brides find themselves in. 
 

Among other titles new to the library are:  Without Warn-
ing by Lynette Eason (Fic Eas), book 2 in her Elite Guardi-
ans series. 
 

Duplicity by Newt Gingrich (Fic Gin):  An international sto-
ry of intrigue and suspense. 
 

Deadly Encounter by DiAnn Mills (Fic Mil) book 1 in her 
new fast-paced FBI Task Force series. 
 
Find these and other materials new to the collection on dis-
play throughout the month. 
 

    ~ Mary Schultz 

October to Honor Martin Luther  
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HealthLine is a 30-minute Medical Education television show hosted by Grace member 
Sheila Wittke.  
 

NEW AIR TIME:  Monday evenings at 9:00 p.m.   
 
STATIONS:   
CTV COMCAST Cable Channel 12 (Knoxville) 
CTV CHARTER 193 + WOW Channel  6 (Farragut)  
AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
 
             OCTOBER 2016 SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND GUESTS 
 

 
03  -  The Aging Face—Dr. Clyde (Casey) Mathison   
 
10  -   The Effects of Sleep Deprivation—Dr. Farruckh Siddiqui 
 
17  -   Denial of Hypertension (High Blood Pressure)  - Dr. Tom Anderson 
 
24  -  Metabolic Syndrome, Pre-Diabetes, Insulin Resistance—Dr. Rocio Huet 
 
31  -   A Surgical & Non-Surgical Procedure for Weight Loss—Dr. Jonathon Ray 

Quoting Martin Luther 

 

A s I am writing this, I just finished selecting passages from Martin Luther to amplify the Gospel reading for each Sun-
day from Reformation 2016 through Reformation 2018. If all goes well, these quotations will be available for con-
gregations to download from Lutheranreformation.org and include in their Sunday bulletins. The quotes should 

help people in our churches gain a new appreciation for Luther and for the blessings of the Reformation. 
 Martin Luther had an unvarnished way of saying things that often makes people even now appreciate what Jesus did 
for us in new ways. In his commentary on Galatians he said when we begin with faith in Christ, but try to add our own ef-
forts as if they should count for something, we make Christ a workman who has begun a house that Moses must finish. In 
regard to Romans 6 and baptism he said we are like raisins baked into a cake with Christ.  
 The church library at Grace Lutheran has 54 of the 55 volumes in The American Edition of Luther's Works. The Index 
volume is missing, although each volume does have its own index. And, Luther's Works have been digitized to fit on a com-
puter disc. The official version is the German Weimar Ausgabe, which includes some volumes not translated for The Ameri-
can Edition. 
 Luther once said he wished his own works would be burned so people do not read them instead of the Bible. Luther's 
writings often express an appreciation for the power of God's Word. Our Sunday Gospel readings frequently include the 
various miracles of Jesus, but it is difficult to find comments in Luther on the miracles. He said he appreciated the miracles 
as revelations of God, but much more preferred statements God made directly.  
 You might expect Luther would comment a great deal on the four Gospels, but his comments on things in the Gospels 
are most often based on St. Matthew, even though they might be located in the midst of a discussion on Genesis or the 
Psalms. He wrote one volume on St. Matthew, but it is about only the Sermon on the Mount and the Magnificat. He does 
have three volumes on portions of St. John's Gospel. Whenever Luther comments on the Resurrection, he always bases it 
on 1 Corinthians 15, almost never on anything in one of the Gospel accounts. Whenever Luther comments in various places 
on the same topic he says the same things in the same way, no matter the biblical reference.  
 I have found some of Luther's most popular writings available at Amazon for Kindle free of charge. A few years ago 
World Publishing printed a book of 365 daily devotions from Luther's writings titled Faith Alone. Where Luther's writings 
continually breathe the Gospel of God's free forgiveness in Christ, the editor of this volume is from the Reformed tradition 
and it reflects a moralizing bent. It never refers to Christian Festivals or to baptism.  
 

          ~ Rev. Phil Bohlken 
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