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(This article is an excerpt and a recasting of a sermon 
preached on May 7, 2015 and entitled: “You Need to Hang 
Tough!” based on 2 Corinthians  4:13-5:1.) 
 

H ave you ever thought how the days of your life 
may be labeled? Here are some possibilities. 
 

 

 Perhaps the vast majority of our days maybe called 
Ordinary Days.  These are the days when we run 
through our usual routines: we eat the same break-
fast day after day; we go to work; we go to school; we 
are at home and do our customary things.  It is our 
typical pattern. 

 

 Then there are what I call the Adrenalin Days.  
These are the days when we have special challenges 
whether good or bad.  We are not on automatic any-
more.  Our heart beats a little faster and our focus 
needs to be sharper. These days are not tedious or 
monotonous, but eventful and exciting or terribly 
scary. 

 

 Then there are the Mountain Top Days.  These are 
the days when everything comes together.  The 
world looks bright and sunny.  These are days of 
good fortune and celebration.  These are the day we 
all yearn for! 

 

 Then there are the Dark Days.  These are the days 
that sting.  They can be days of discouragement and 
despair.  Hard days. “I am afraid the diagnosis is can-
cer.”  “I am calling to tell you that your mother just 
died.”  A friend or a spouse betrays you.  God is silent.  
Depression lays hold of you.  Troubles abound and 
overwhelm. 

 
All of these kinds of days will occur in your life.  The 

most troubling of course are these dark days. 

One thing that has frankly bothered me when I read 
the Bible is that God is continually testing His people.  
Like Job I want to say: ‘You know everything  Lord, why 
do you have to test me?’  Or consider Abraham.  He is told 
to go sacrifice his only son by Sarah.  If I were him I 
would have protested declaring: ‘Why Lord, don’t you 
know already that I love you?’ 

C.S. Lewis famously said: “God whispers to us in our 
pleasures; speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our 
pains: it is His megaphone…” 

One common response to God’s testing is to want to 
run away.  There are a number of ways to run away.  This 
is what drugs are all about.  Get high, get drunk then 
there are no problems and no pain.  Or you could run 
away by immersing yourself in pleasures, in porn, in 
food, and even in work.  Many run away down these ave-
nues as well as others. 

The Apostle Paul had many problems and troubles 
and his share of dark days.  It was with the painful thorn 
in the flesh, that mysterious ailment that he pleaded with 
God to take away from him, that he came to understand 
the testing and the dark days.  Paul heard the Spirit say: 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made per-
fect in weakness.” 

All of us have a strong attachment to our own ‘self-
sufficiency’.  We trust in ourselves.  We believe in our 
thoughts and abilities.  But this is a false confidence and 
separates us from God.  Tests from God can shatter it.  
We can come to see our human strength for what it is.   

A quote I have always loved is this one: “Never doubt 
in the darkness what God has shown you in the light.”  In 
our ordinary and good days we need to mature in the 
faith before the dark days come as they inevitably do. 

I am convinced that no amount of sermon listening or 
Bible study classes are going to compare to you taking up  
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H arvey Booher’s stats tell us that he was born in 
Washington, DC, and we do know that he is married 
to Debbie, Editor of our GraceNet; father to son, 

Chris and daughter, Ashley; and grandfather of three.   
 Harvey served our country in the US Navy, working cata-
pults, which launched planes off the USS John F. Kennedy!   
 Piper, “the Wonder Dog” might just be found sitting at his 
side as barbeque is the feast of the day. Harvey enjoys 
watching movies and riding motorcycles, and if he could not 
achieve being a better version of himself, he would settle for 
John Wayne!   
 Far beyond all that is his realization of the fact that “the 
Holy Spirit joined Debbie and him together.”  He feels that 
Debbie makes him look good, hanging off his elbow!  But he 
certainly does not want to be an “open book” since he “is not 
a feelings kind of guy but embraces that ‘slow and steady 
wins the race.’"  His “summing up advice” is:  “Be bold.  No 
one would have blamed Christopher Columbus if he had 
turned around, but then 
no one would have re-
membered him either!”   
 Wrapping up his bio, 
Harvey counsels that 
“When trying to accom-
plish a task, always re-
member that perfect is 
good enough.  It is never 
attainable, but when per-
fection is your goal, when 
you miss, you will still do 
well.  If mediocrity is our 
goal, and we miss it, 
things end up very 
bad!”  May we add 
“AMEN” to that? 

Our Grace Family 
Meet Harvey Booher 

 

the Bible for yourself.  Read the Bible – the easy books 
and the hard ones.  Figure out for yourself how God 
works.  What has He promised?  How did He deal with 
others?  What are His non-negotiables?  What are His 
characteristics?  Especially come to know Jesus and the 
good news He has brought to the whole world.  

 Your dark days may be the ones where you grow 
the most. Imported to them is the “light" you have tak-
en in during those ordinary, adrenalin and mountain-
top days.  Jesus said that in this world we would have 
troubles, but take heart I have overcome the world.  In 
other words, you are in His hands now and you know 
the plans He has for us! 

 

      ~ Pastor Rich 

  Dark Days (Continued) 
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T he following books have been added to our li-
brary's collection recently.  They cover a wide 
range of topics.  Hopefully you will enjoy some or 

one of these. 
 

New Non-Fiction 
 
Life Changing Love: Moving God's Love From Your Head 
to Your Heart by John Ortberg (231.6 Ort): Popular 
Christian author Ortberg challenges his readers who know 
in their heads that God their Heavenly Father is “heads-
over-heels” in love with them to also discover that pas-
sionate love in their hearts.  And once that passionate love 
is truly realized in their hearts, it will overflow into all 
aspects of their lives from their relationship with their 
spouses, to their family and friends, and ultimately to the 
world around them. 
 
When Your Parent Becomes Your Child:  A Journey of 
Faith Through My Mother's Dementia by Ken Abraham 
(362.19 Abr):  Many years ago Nancy Reagan called her 
journey with President Reagan's Alzheimer's “the long 
good-bye”.  The man she knew and loved for years was 
with her, but was somehow gone.  An estimated 5.4 mil-
lion Americans of all ages have this degenerative condi-
tion.  Abraham shares his journey offering hope to family 
and friends facing the same dilemma.   
 
The Holy Land by George W. Knight (956.94 Kni):   This 
is a valuable resource for anyone who wants a better un-
derstanding of the Bible. It presents knowledge of the cit-
ies, towns, rivers, mountains, and valleys where the events 
of the Bible unfolded.  This illustrated guide of the key 
sites of the Holy Land is arranged by nine sections moving 
south to north providing the history, culture, and geogra-
phy of each.  Travel to the Holy Land without ever leaving 
your home, or use this guide to prepare for a trip to the 
Middle East. 
 

New Fiction 
 
To Whisper Her Name  (Book 1) and To Win Her Favor 
(Book 2) in the Belle Meade Plantation Series by Tamera 
Alexander (Fic Ale):   This series is set at Nashville's his-
toric Belle Meade Plantation, the most influential stud 
farm in American history during the post-war South.  The 
series weaves the real stories of Southerners as they 
struggle with the betrayals, loss, and loves while working 
to rebuild their lives. 
 
 

Detained by Don Brown 
(Fic Bro):  Military author 
Brown begins a new series, 
The Navy JAG Series, with 
this story of JAG officer Matt 
Davis who has been as-
signed to defend two Leba-
nese nationals who find 
themselves falsely accused of terrorism and incarcerated 
at the Guantanamo Bay Prison Camp.  Davis finds himself 
opposed on all sides until a top-ranking TSA lawyer begins 
to expose the truth. 
 
The Butterfly and the Violin (Book 1) and A Sparrow in 
Terezin (Book 2) in the Hidden Masterpiece Series by 
Kristy Cambron (Fic Cam):  This series continues the 
trend toward historical fiction novels that revolve around 
the art world and what happen to masterpieces owned by 
Jewish families during the reign of Adolf Hitler who stole 
these treasures from their Jewish owners. 
 
Tiffany Girl by Deanne Gist (Fic Gis):  Gist continues her 
historical novels set during the 1893 World's Fair in Chi-
cago with this story of the Tiffany Girls, a group of female 
students from the New York School of Applied Design.  
Louis Tiffany of the Fifth  Avenue jewelry empire plans to 
unveil his state-of-the-art stained-glass mosaic chapel at 
the Fair, but a glass worker's strike threatens his plan un-
til the Tiffany Girls take up steel cutters and assume their 
new identities. 
  
Buried Secrets by Irene Hannon (Fic Han):  Book 1 in 
Men of Valor series.  Hannon begins another inspirational 
romantic suspense series.  When a Chicago homicide de-
tective becomes a small-town police chief in the hope of a 
safer, quieter life, the discovery of a human skeleton puts 
her in harm's way once again. 
 
Taken by Dee Henderson (Fic Hen):  Mystery and detec-
tive writer, Henderson, returns with another high-impact, 
fast-paced story about a young girl abducted at 16 by a 
crime family who longs for a normal life. She hires PI Mat-
thew Dane who must figure out how to navigate her 
reentry into society and keep her safe at the same time.  
But there are secrets that must be uncovered including 
what really happened when Shannon was abducted. 
 
      As always, find these and other titles new to the library 
on display throughout the month. 
 

   ~ Mary Schultz 

For Your Reading Pleasure This Month  
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HealthLine is a 30-minute Medical Education television show hosted by Grace’s very own Sheila Wittke.  
 

NEW AIR TIME STARTING JULY 6 THRU DECEMBER 31- MONDAY MORN-
INGS 11:00-11:30 A.M.   
 

STATIONS:   
CTV COMCAST Cable Channel 12 (Knoxville) 
CTV CHARTER 193 + WOW Channel  6 (Farragut)  
AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
Direct TV and Others:  You can stream HealthLine on your computers, 
but it must be done at the time it is aired.  Currently Monday Mornings 
at 11:00 through December 31.  Go to CTVKnox.org, click the CTV icon 
and watch. 

 
             JULY 2015 SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND GUESTS 
 

05 (Sunday) -  TMR Laser Therapy for Angina - Dr. Thomas R. Pollard 
 

06 (New Day/Time) - ADHA and Dyslexia - Dr. John B. Robertson, Jr. 
 

13 -   Binge Eating Disorder - Dr. John B. Robertson, Jr. 

20-   Basics of Good Eye Care - Dr. William Williford 

27 -  Knowing your Cholesterol Numbers - Dr. Casey Page 

C hristians are often told they are out of step with 
the culture, and they need to make some changes 

if they hope to avoid irrelevance in the dust bin of histo-
ry. In our time holding to a biblical view of sexual mores 
and not accepting homosexuality as normal are two 
issues we are told will cause especially millennials to 
shun the church. But, Christians and the church have 
always been out of step with the culture.  
 In the lists of virtues the Holy Spirit strives to pro-
duce in us are things like meekness and humility. These 
are qualities that were also evident in Jesus. But, these 
were qualities free Greek and Roman men wanted to 
avoid at all costs, too. Only women and children were 
meek and humble.  
 The Greeks and Romans had many gods. Most of 
those gods had been accepted and acknowledged for 
many years. The idea of only one god seemed strange to 
people worshiping many gods, but, people had lived 
with Jews in their midst for a long time, too. The one 
God of the Old Testament was tolerated because it was 
something somewhat familiar. However, when Christi-
anity came along, people sometimes saw it as a Jewish 
sect, but sometimes others also saw it as a new religion 
worshiping a new god. New gods not previously known 
were not accepted. Jesus has been depicted in this peri-
od with the head of a donkey while hung on a cross. His 
followers were ridiculed as cannibals who claimed to 
eat the body and drink blood of their dead leader. One 
ruler asked another how to deal with Christians. He had 
to admit they really caused no trouble. The advice given 

to him was to beat 
them and treat them harshly as a lesson to them not to 
cause any trouble. 
 We may know that 1 Corinthians 15 is often called 
the resurrection chapter. Paul describes the hope and 
confidence we have in Jesus' victory over death. What 
we do not fully appreciate is the cultural background in 
Corinth at the time. During the previous four centuries 
people had been steeped in the teachings of Plato. In his 
efforts to explain why we do things we know are not 
good for us and seem powerless to do things we know 
are good for us, he developed the idea that we have a 
non-material mind and a physical body. The mind is 
good, but it lives in a body with impulses we too easily 
follow to our own regret. His only solution to this prob-
lem was death when our good minds would be set free 
from our evil bodies. The people in Corinth saw death 
as a friend. Paul proclaimed it is the last enemy to be 
destroyed. Further, Paul said he had good news for the 
people of Corinth. When they died they would get a new 
body in which to live for all of eternity! Yet, after eight-
een months in Corinth he had assembled a congregation 
of believers that numbered 500 or more.  
 God prepares hearts, and people who are tired of 
living under sin receive the news that Jesus bore their 
sin and forgives it all do turn and believe in Jesus with 
joy. The answer is not to change the message, but, to 
proclaim it even more broadly. It is the power of God 
for salvation to all who believe. 
 

   ~ Pastor Phil Bohlken 

Going Against the Grain 



TO: 

Grace Lutheran Church-LCMS 
9076 Middlebrook Pike 
Knoxville, TN  37923-1557 
(865) 691-2823 
Fax:  (865) 691-4895 

E-mail address:  glc@visitgrace.org  
Sunday Worship:  8:00 a.m. (Traditional) and 
9:30 a.m. (Blended)/11:00 a.m. (Contemporary) 
Wednesday Worship:  6:30 p.m. (Blended) 
Sunday School & Bible Classes @ 9:30 a.m./11:00 a.m. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


